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Dr. Sheridan Blau, who began his teaching career as an inner city high 

school English teacher, directs the South Coast Writing Project and the 

Literature Institute for Teachers at the University of California, Santa 

Barbara. He has held senior advisory roles on the teaching of English 

for the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, the College 

Board, and the American Board for Teacher Education. Dr. Blau served 

for 20 years as a member of the National Writing Project Advisory Board 

and Task Force, and he is a former President of the National Council of 

Teachers of English. He has been awarded by his campus and by national 

professional associations for his teaching, research, and contributions to 

the profession of English.

Dr. Blau has published widely in the areas of seventeenth century 

literature, composition theory, professional development for teachers, 

and the teaching of composition and literature. He has also written and 

edited textbooks in composition and literature for students in middle 

school, high school, and college classrooms. His most notable book for 

teachers and scholars, The Literature Workshop: Teaching Texts and Their 

Readers (2003), was named by the Conference on English Education as 

the winner of the 2004 Richard Meade Award for outstanding research in 

English education. 
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